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Finland ~Profile of the state that supports her high welfare system~

Mistuo Iguchi : Managing director, Hokkaido Finland Society
Abstract

Republic of Finland, a small Scandinavian country, is a young nation that won independence from Russia
in 1917. Before that, however, Finland was in adversity over 700 years and even after her independence.
Finland had to keep very sensitive balance with an enormous neighbor, Russia. Since the end of the
Second World War, Finnish people have accorded in order to leave off the past and to develop their home
country, accordingly, they could tide over an economic crisis in the beginning of 1990’s.

Hokkaido has considered Finland as an advanced country especially in the fields of the life and culture in
the North and the social welfare since 1970’s, thus, our relationship and friendship deepened rapidly. Our
common interests varies in the fields of the social welfare, academic and cultural issues, sports and the in-
terchange at the municipal level. Currently, the fields are expanding into large-scale trade and the idea of
industrial cluster that would vitalize municipalities concerned.

In this article, various important viewpoints such as the historical background of Finland, the basis of

the advanced welfare country and some future perspective are discussed.

Key words : independence, gateway, a model student in EU



