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Perceptions of high school teachers in Hokkaido related to
students suffering from cancer returning to school

—cooperation with nurses—

To assist students who have been suffering from childhood cancers on the return to school requires coop-
eration between the schools and medical institutions. The objective of this study is to investigate the per-
ceptions of school nurses and teachers about cooperation with the hospital nurses and also to obtain useful
ideas for future cases where assistance is needed. We conducted a questionnaire survey of 240 senior high
schools in Hokkaido.

A total of 441 valid responses were obtained from teachers and school nurses(43.6%). Of these, 97 respon-
dents (22.0%) had the experience of being involved with students with childhood cancers. Of the 97,41

(43.6%) of the respondents reported difficulties in making the arrangements necessary for students return-
ing to school.

The most frequently mentioned difficulty in the written comments (n=13, 31.7%) was problems related
to “study and advancing to the next stage of education”. From the content analysis of the written com-
ments about perceptions of cooperation with nurses, it was found that there were few respondents who had
positive attitudes toward the cooperation with nurses. The findings also identified the issue that it is more
difficult to know which nurses are in charge of the cooperation with the schools compared with knowing
who are the physicians in charge.

Key word : cancer, returning to school, nurse, high school teachers



