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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to demonstrate the association of neighborhood
relations in childhood with social health in later life among older people in Hokkaido. The
participants were 75 women and 19 men (average age: 77.8 8.0 years old) . Neighborhood
relations were collected from interviews about their life histories. All interviews were
transcribed word for word. The number of stories including the term “neighborhood” was
calculated and determined to have positive or negative emotion in a story. Social health was
evaluated using the role-social health component score in the 36-Item Short-Form Health
Survey. There was a significant relationship between having a story of their neighborhood
in childhood and social health only people in their 60s. The participants who expressed only
positive or negative emotion in a story tended to have a higher social health score than
those who did not, but it was not statistically significant. These results suggested that the
association of neighborhood relations in childhood with social health in later life was limited.

Further studies may be needed to clarify the association.
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