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Dancing Cranes

This is a formal dress created by rearranging an Uchikake — a traditional Japanese bri-
dal kimono from approximately half a century ago — in a contemporary style. Made
of ornate silk fabric woven thickly in the Karaori Japanese style, the dress is character-
ized by its pattern of dancing cranes, which is an auspicious motif The hardest part of
its creation was deciding the layout of the cranes when turning the kimono into a dress.
The key point of the design is the large tuck at the hip of the skirt to reflect the image
of a crane spreading its wings. The designer hopes a modern woman will wear this half-
century-old reformed bridal costume again for her wedding.
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